
American History, L4 
Summer Assignment  
Unit I – Colonial America 
 
Textbook 
Kennedy, David M., et al.  The American Pageant.  14th ed.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2010. 
 
Students are expected to complete the summer assignment by the first day of class. Four class periods will be 
spent doing follow-up to the assignments. Students will complete a unit exam at the conclusion of this unit, 
both objective and essay, to ensure summer reading was completed and early concepts are mastered. 
 

Overview 
The summer assignment will consist of three (3) parts: 

I. Guided Reading Questions 
II. Key Terms 
III. Map Activity 

 
Part I – Guided Reading Questions 
Chapters 1-5 
 
Answer the following.  Keep the following in mind as you answer these questions and all future study questions for me. 

 

 1.  What impact did the Spanish invasion have on the native populations of the New World? Make sure 
you know what encomiendas were and what the Columbian Exchange refers to. 

2.  List the reasons for English colonization of the New World.  

3.  Summarize the information on the tensions between the Spanish and natives.  Include Popé’s Revolt 
and the conclusions about Spain’s goals in North America. 

4.  Summarize the history of Jamestown: settlement, relations with Indians, economy, and problems.   

5.  What were the similarities and differences between the two main Chesapeake colonies: Jamestown 
and Maryland? 

6.  What was indentured servitude? Why was it established and what were the problems with it? 

 Parts I and II must be handwritten on loose-leaf paper. 
 Entire Summer Assignment needs to be kept in a three-prong folder. 
 I will periodically be either checking off in class or collecting your answers for a Homework grade. 

 You don’t need complete sentences if it is easier to make lists or use phrases.  Bullet points are a useful 
tool.  

 Include enough information so that you demonstrate that you understand the major points, but don’t 
go overboard making your life an utter misery.  Use sample as a guide. 

 Think of this as a guided outline of the reading with my questions helping you focus on what is 
important.  

  Keep an eye on the Identification items.  As one of them is mentioned in the book, make sure you learn 
it. 

  If a question has two parts, answer both parts. 



7.  Give the reasons for Bacon’s Rebellion and its significance. 

8.  Summarize the history of the Pilgrims and Plymouth colony and the Puritans and Massachusetts Bay 
Colony. 

9.  Who were Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson?  What do their stories tell you about the 
Massachusetts Bay colony? 

10. Describe the government and economy of the New England communities. 

11.  What were the effects of European immigration to North America on the native tribes and what was 
the effect of Metacom’s (or King Philip’s) War? 

12.  What was mercantilism?  What laws did England pass to implement mercantilism in the American 
colonies? 

13.  What was the reaction in the colonies to these laws and what responses did the English government 
make? 

14.  Identify the following: Dominion of New England, Sir Edmund Andros, Leisler’s Rebellion, the Glorious 
Revolution. 

15.  What was the role of sugar in the demand for slaves? Describe the South Atlantic system (also called 
the triangular trade). 

16. How did slavery in the Chesapeake change in the 17th century? What were the differences in conditions 
under slavery in the West Indies, Chesapeake, and South Carolina? 

17.  Characterize the African-American culture that developed under slavery.  Identify the Stono rebellion. 
18.  How did the South Atlantic system tie the entire economy of British colonies together? 
19. Summarize the political developments in the colonies from the Glorious Revolution to 1750s. 
20. Define Salutary Neglect and its effect on American colonies. 
21. How did the American colonies compete with British economic power and what was the British 

reaction? Give examples. 
22. What was the role of women in New England? 
23. Summarize the information on land ownership and inheritance in New England. 
24. Characterize society in the Mid-Atlantic colonies. What was the influence of the Quakers? 
25. What was the Enlightenment and what was its impact in America? 
26. What was the Great Awakening? 
27. What were the social, political, and religious effects of the Great Awakening?  
28. What was Pontiac’s Rebellion and what did the British do in response? 
29. Summarize the economic situation in the colonies in the 1750’s and 1760’s. 
  

Sample Answer for Reading Questions 
 1. What impact did the Spanish invasion have on the native populations of the New World? 

 Spread of diseases such as smallpox, flu, and measles wiping out huge numbers of the native populations from 
about 40 million to 3 million 

 Cortès conquered the Aztecs and Pizarro conquered the Incans 
 Cortès able to exploit divisions among Aztecs to form military alliances to crush Aztec empire 
 The establishment of a Spanish bureaucratic empire, establish encomiendas – royal grants that gave them 

authority over natives. 
 Spanish enslaving the natives 
 Columbian Exchange with Western Hemisphere crops such as maize (corn), tomatoes, and potatoes being 

introduced to Europe; Introduction of new grains and animals such as horses, pigs, plus devastating diseases to 
Americas. 

 Huge amounts of gold and silver flowing into Spain  
 Spain becoming the most powerful nation in Europe 
 Spanish priests converting natives to Catholicism 
 A mixed-race (mestizo) population as Spanish men take Indian women as wives or mistresses 



Part II – Key Terms 
Chapters 1-5 
 

Chapter 1 — “New World Beginnings: 33,000 B.C. — A.D. 1769,” pp. 4-24  

1. Vinland  
2. Crusaders  
3. the Renaissance  
4. Marco Polo  
5. Timbuktu  
6. Christopher Columbus  
7. Columbian Exchange  

8. Treaty of Tordesillas  
9. Conquistadores  
10. encomienda  
11. mestizos  
12. John Cabot  
13. "Black Legend"  

 

Chapter 2 — “The Planting of English America: 1500—1733,” pp. 25-33  

1. Francis Drake  
2. Walter Raleigh  
3. Spanish Armada  
4. enclosure movement  
5. primogeniture  
6. joint stock company  
7. Virginia Company  
8. Jamestown  

9. John Smith  
10. “starving time”  
11. Lord De La War  
12. First English - Powhatan War  
13. "Irish Tactics"  
14. House of Burgesses  
15. John Rolfe  
16. Second English - Powhatan War  

 

Chapter 2 — “The Planting of English America: 1500—1733,” pp. 33-39  

1. Lord Baltimore  
2. indentured servants  
3. Act of Toleration  
4. Barbados Slave Code  
5. English Civil War  

6. Oliver Cromwell  
7. Restoration  
8. James Oglethorpe  
9. plantation colonies  

 

Chapter 3 — “Settling the Northern Colonies: 1619—1700,” pp. 43-55  

1. Protestant Reformation  
2. John Calvin  
3. predestination  
4. conversion  
5. visible saints  
6. Puritans  
7. Separatists  
8. Miles Standish  
9. Plymouth Bay  
10. Mayflower Compact  
11. William Bradford  
12. Massachusetts Bay Company  
13. Great Migration  
14. John Winthrop  

15. “city on a hill”  
16. Protestant Ethic  
17. Anne Hutchinson  
18. Roger Williams  
19. Rhode Island  
20. Fundamental Orders of Connecticut  
21. Pequot War  
22. King Philip’s War  
23. New England Confederation  
24. Dominion of New England  
25. Sir Edmund Andros  
26. Glorious Revolution  
27. Salutary Neglect  
28. Navigation Laws  

 



Chapter 3 — “Settling the Northern Colonies: 1619—1700,” pp. 55-63  

1. New Netherland  
2. patroonship  
3. New Sweden  
4. Peter Stuyvesant  

5. Quakers  
6. William Penn  
7. Middle Colonies  

 

Chapter 4 — “American Life in the Seventeenth Century: 1607—1692,” p. 66-83  

1. indentured servitude  
2. headright system  
3. Governor William Berkeley  
4. Nathaniel Bacon  
5. Bacon’s Rebellion  
6. middle passage  
7. slave codes  

8. NY city slave revolt  
9. Stono River revolt  
10. Harvard College  
11. Town Meetings  
12. Olde Deluder Satan Law (Massachusetts 

School Law of 1647)  
13. Half-Way Covenant  
14. Salem witch hysteria  

 

Chapter 5 — “Colonial Society on the Eve of Rebellion: 1700-1775,” p. 84-105  

1. Pennsylvania Dutch  
2. Scots-Irish  
3. Paxton Boys  
4. Regulator Movement  
5. Michel Guillaume de Crevecoeur  
6. staple crops  
7. bread colonies  
8. triangular trade  
9. Anglican Church  
10. Congregational Church  
11. The Great Awakening  

12. Jonathan Edwards  
13. George Whitefield  
14. old lights / new lights  
15. Benjamin Franklin  
16. John Trumbull  
17. Charles Wilson Peale  
18. John Singleton Copley  
19. Phillis Wheatley  
20. John Peter Zenger / Zenger Trial  
21. New England Town Meeting  

 

 
  



Part III - Map Activity 
 

  
I. Locate the following on the map provided, Eastern United States: 
 

1. Thirteen original colonies 
Write the year of settlement in parenthesis under the name of each colony. 

 
2. Northern (New England), Middle and Southern colonies. 

Use a color legend. 
 

3. Cities and Towns 
Boston 
New Amsterdam 
Jamestown 
Williamsburg 
St. Marys 
Savannah 
St. Augustine 
Charleston 
Roanoke Island 
New Haven 
Plymouth 
Albany 
Ft. Duquesne 
Quebec 

 
4. Bodies of Water 

Hudson River 
Delaware River 
Chesapeake Bay 
James River 

 
5. Landforms 

Appalachian Mountains (shade lightly in green or brown) 
  



II. Locate the following on the map provided, North America: 
 
1. Major North American rivers showing its point of origin and its mouth: 
 

St. Lawrence 
Hudson 
Sesquehanna 
Potomac 
Savannah 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Ohio 
Snake 
Columbia 
Rio Grande 
 

2. Physical Features: 
 

Continental shelf 
Appalachians 
Pacific Coastal, Sierra Nevada, and Cascade mountain ranges 
Rocky Mountains and Continental Divide 
Great Lakes 
Great Basin and Utah’s Great Salt Lake 
Southwestern desert, Colorado River, and Grand Canyon 
Mississippi Delta 
Great Plains 
Tidewater region and fall line 
Piedmont 

 
 
 
 




